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Calendar of Events

Upcoming Adoption Events
Kentlands Petsmart Saturday Adoption
Events

e Mar3

e Mar10
e Mar17
e Mar24

Shelter Adoption Events

e Saturdays 1 —4 pm (except Mar 31)

o Wednesday evenings, 6 — 8 pm starting

Mar 14

Upcoming Fund raising events
AWLMC “American Feline Idol” Cat
Show

e Saturday Mar 31, 10 am — 4 pm

ANY ARTICLE IDEAS? PLEASE E-MAIL ROGER
OR JONATHAN WITH THEM. GUEST WRITERS
ARE MOST WELCOME! THANK YOU LAURIE AND
PAT AND CAREN WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THIS
MONTHS NEWSLETTER.

JONATHAN & ROGER

Message from the President

Laurie Graham
Dear fellow volunteers, <

The new shelter is open at last! We started off with a
nice article by the Gazette followed by the big grand
opening. | hope that most of you got the opportunity to
stop by as It was truly inspiring. The support and
generosity of the community made for an emotional
and rewarding day. | think that the experience really
re-energized many of us, and made us realize that the
community really does support our mission.

The shelter is now filling up with cats. Two cats that |
fostered, Jimmy Trix and Kiki, are at the shelter. We
will start to do adoptions at the shelter on Saturday
afternoons from 1-4 and on Wednesday evenings. We
will also continue with our Petsmart adoption events on
Saturdays. As you can imagine, we are going to need
some help with adoptions. If you are interested in
helping with adoptions, please let our adoption team
know. You can contact Karen Diegmueller at
kdiegmueller@comcast.net. We also still need help
with cat care. If you can help, please contact our
volunteer coordinators Pat or Roger Gagne
(danisinclair@comcast.net or gagnerw@comcast.net).

While everyone who has volunteered over the last year
is responsible for our shelter finally being open, we owe
a big thank you to the shelter committee. These people
have been working non-stop over the last few weeks to
get the shelter ready for the big party. Thank you to:
Pat and Roger Gagne, Greg Grewe, Caren Stark,
O’Shea Watson (plus husband Rick), and Lee Briggs.
They really came through for us. | know that Pat is

Continued on page 2
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probably relieved that | won’t be constantly calling her.
The shelter committee should all be applauded. We also
need to thank The Pet Pantry for donating all the food to
the shelter and for helping with the cost of the litter. The
owner of the Pet Pantry, Ron Ward, even helped out in
getting the shelter ready. Of course, we all know that we
wouldn’t get anything done without Nona Silver. Nona
organized the food, the ribbon cutting by the mayor,
acquiring the cages, the plaque, and the list goes on and
on. Thank you Nona for your tireless work for the
AWLMC. | also want to thank all who donated items to
the shelter, especially Linda Buel. The large cages and
cat trees that Linda donated add the perfect touch to the
shelter.

Now that the shelter is open, we are getting ready for our
cat show. | can’t believe that it is only a month away.
This is the major fundraising event for the AWLMC so
please plan to help out in some way. This year our cat
show will be done in partnership with Sandy Spring Bank.
Thank you Nona and Fred Silver for pitching the cat show
with the bank. The cat show will be on March 31, 2007 at
the Montgomery County Fairgrounds. The information
about the show and the applications are on our web site
(www.awlmc.org). Janet Culp is organizing our cat show
and can be reached at jmaculp@aol.com. Please spread
the word about this important event. «w«

February 24 Shelter Grand Opening

Roger Gagne

The AWLMC “no kill” cat shelter grand opening was a
resounding success that exceeded even our most
optimistic expectations. The support from the community
was truly overwhelming. People just kept coming and
coming over the entire 6 hour period. Hundreds of
people turned out and it never slowed down the entire
day. In addition to monetary contributions and
equipment, we also obtained a number of new
volunteers!

Gaithersburg Mayor Sidney Katz graciously and with kind
words cut the ribbon officially opening the shelter. He and
AWLMC President Laurie Graham welcomed the
gathering to the shelter.

AWLMC Grand Opening

Mayor Katz Cutting Ribbon

Laurie Graham Welcoming All to the New Shelter

The ribbon cutting was followed by the dedication of the
facility to the memory of Polly Buel, Board Member Linda
Buel's mother. Polly had been a major animal welfare
force in the County until her death. She started the SPCA

Continued on page 3
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in Montgomery County in the garage of her home. Thanks to the generosity of Linda Buel, the front of
the shelter has three 3'Lx3'Wx6’H cages and one
6'Lx6'Wx6’'H cage. Each cage has a cat tree and
shelves, also donated by Linda, and the larger cage
has a chair in it as well. The large cage allows the
potential adopter(s) to interact with the cat or kitten
on a one to one basis and this proved to be a very
successful concept.

Sammi Meeting With His New Family

Sammi was the first cat adopted at the new shelter to

Linda Buel Unveiling Plaque the first couple who arrived about 20 minutes prior to
the grand opening. Clark and a kitten were also
adopted that day.

Among the visitors who stopped by to celebrate the
grand opening were County Councilman Phil
Andrews, Ivan Socher of Life4Animals and JC Crist

The AWLIC of the Montgomery County Humane Society. A

dedicuies this Shelier Verizon representative (Alec) came with video

i the memory 'of camera in hand and interviewed many of the
attendees. The event will presumably be telecast in
the future on the Verizon Network. Alec could not tell
us when as they do not yet have the go-ahead to air
their programs. The Gazette also came to take
pictures. A picture and a caption were included in the
Feb 28 Gazette.

Nona Silver made sure that no one would starve at
the event by arranging for and supplying ample
quantities of snacks and food that would feed an
Army. We truly do not know what we would do
without Nona.

The Plaque

Continued on page 4
-]
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Looking at Marilyn Monroe???

One of Two Cakes

The activity was essentially non-stop throughout the day
with people waiting at the door on occasion to get inside.
The article in the Gazette announcing the grand opening
of the AWLMC “no kill” cat shelter apparently piqued the
public’s interest and played a major role in our success.
Thank you Gazette folks!

A series of pictures taken during the day of the crowd
and cats are shown below:

Shelter Cat pictures
Kitten at Rest

)

Beautiful Siamese in Contemplation
Jam Packed!!! Continued on page 5
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Hmmmm!!!

It was truly a team effort to get the AWLMC to this point.
The event was so successful that Treasurer Amy Jaslow
sent all of the volunteers a quick follow up email with the
financial tally of how wonderfully we did! Amy reported that
a total of $2,000 had been donated over the course of 6
hours (this included purchases of 4 beds and 2 pillows).
The entire amount will go into the Shelter Maintenance

Fund which means we have 2 months rent and one
month utilities taken care of.

Amy also reported that we received equipment
donations - people brought the items in when they
came (digital camera/printer, cat beds, toys, food,
etc.). And one person dropped a $100 Amex gift
card in our donation jar. This will be used to
purchase shelter supplies.

The visitor pictured below is Donna Hutton. Donna
read about the AWLMC on line and saw the
announcement of our grand opening. She emailed
Laurie Graham and purchased a new ventless
washer/dryer for the shelter. Delivery is expected
during the first full week of March. Thank You So
Very Much Donna!

The generosity exhibited by so many people has
been overwhelming and gratifying! The shelter is
off to a great start!! o

Editor’s note: Photos generously provided by
Chris Lyons and Pat Gagne

Please don’t forget to donate to
AWLMC:
http://awlmc.org/Donate.html
Or, please send a check to:

P.O. Box 7041
Gaithersburg, MD 20898
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Thank you, Volunteers and Others

Shelter Committee

We’re up and running! But only because of all the hard
work from the many volunteers who helped along the
way. Sincere thanks goes to every person who donated
time, money, goods and effort to make this happen. We
know we’re going to miss someone’s name/contribution
and we sincerely apologize because every person and
every contribution was important and instrumental in

getting our shelter ready.
" . «.-» We owe thanks to:

...Laurie Graham for all
her efforts behind the
scene and to all the people
involved in finding a place
for our shelter.

...Dee Martynuska who arranged for us to get the large
tables and computer.

... Linda Buel, Nona Silver and Pat Gagne for designing
the open house invitation.

...Nona and Fred Silver; Linda Buel; Irene Brody; Debbie
Kramer; Caren Stark; Janet Culp; Dave O’Connell; Pat
and Roger Gagne and everyone else who prepared and
helped fold, stamp and mail the more than 1,200
invitations to our grand opening.

Scrub Them Cages!!!

...everyone who showed up on a cold wintry Sunday to
help clean the rusted cages so they could be used: Caren
Stark; Lee Briggs; Irene Brody, Pat and Roger Gagne,

Laurie Graham, Amy Jaslow; Debbie Kramer, Dave
O’Connell; Rebecca Soubra; Laura Woolf; and other
names we may have omitted. This task was a lot of
hard work and we couldn’t have done it without each
of you who came that day.

... special thanks to Lee Briggs who painted every
single cage by herself. We know what a job that was!
She and Candice Kramer also supplied us with
working vacuum cleaners.

| A

Scrub Scrub Scrub!!!
... Marjam Henkin and Christine Vercellino; gave up
a Sunday afternoon to help Caren, Pat and Roger
paint cage bottoms. Marjam then created the terrific
sign for our upper window so people would know
where we were. * =
Kramer; Nona Silver; Ron
Ward and everyone else

who helped Roger caulk cage bottoms.

... Irene Brody; Debbie

...O’Shea Watson gave freely of her time and
expertise helping to plan and execute the layout of
our shelter. Among many other things, she arranged
for us to get linoleum for the cage bottoms and for
someone to come in and lay it on the bases to the big
cages. She and husband Rick Curtis built and
painted those two wonderful rolling stanchions

Continued on page 7
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(pictured below) and she is arranging to get us a deep
sink with a sprayer to make cleanups easier!

|

wd

| -
ded ol

One of the Stanchions

...Linda Buel was incredibly generous not only with her
time and advice, she also provided those fantastic big
cages that we have up front and the wonderful cat trees
that fit inside at her own expense. The cats adore them
and so do we. No surprise that the cages were the talk of
the open house!

...Greg Grewe gave generously of his limited spare time
to assemble the cages, build and paint shelves and hang
brackets to hold the new flags. He was an incredible help
to us with the layout and organization of the room. We
know you didn’t want public recognition, but you deserve
everyone’s heartfelt thanks for all the hours you spent
working on this.

...There isn’t enough room to list all the contributions
made by Caren Stark. She purchased the grand opening
sign for the front window, made up the signs with our
hours, worked with Laurie Graham to create the cat crew
guidelines, purchased numerous supplies and equipment
and gave uncountable hours of her time to the planning
and organization of the shelter. Whenever something
needed doing she was there.

Go Greg Go!!!

You Tell Them Caren!!!

... as were Pat and Roger Gagne who also gave
freely of their time to get the shelter ready for
opening day. Among other things they donated the
computer desk, the radio, the telephone, numerous
office supplies and the cost of the linoleum for the
cage bottoms Pat created the colorful banner
above the cat cages (shown below) and set up a
filing system for the office and volunteers.

Continued on page 8
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...and very special thanks
must go to Nona Silver who
planned every inch of our
grand opening party. She
supplied all of the food at her
own expense and arranged
for Mayor Katz to cut the
ribbon. She purchased those two fantastic flags that hang
out front and by the main road during our open house
events. She arranged and purchased the wonderful
dedication plaque to Polly Buel. Among her many other
contributions were the card table and chairs, the chair in SA NDY
our walk-in cage and so much more we can’t begin to tell m

you all she’s done behind the scenes. Our grand opening SPEING
was truly grand because of her incredible hard work and ________ BAANA
dedication.

thank every single person mentioned by name or not
who donated supplies, time, and effort to make our
shelter a reality. We’ve done it. We’re up and running
and with everyone’s help our shelter will make a
difference. Thank you so much! e«

Our Sharing Partners

...Ron Ward of the Pet Pantry provides us free cat food
and litter at a discount and even pitched in to help the
day we were caulking cage bottoms.

The Pet Pantr}-'

...Donna Hutton read about us on line, saw our wish list,

and purchased us a brand new washer/dryer. E{ O Toeay - s et Do Tomorr,
r'-lrp;. o ¥ Couniy & I’.I'llll

..Jim Wakefield walked into the open house near the =§E" ain E%

end of the day and donated a digital camera, printer and ¥ o order o receder 00 BeE 6 QRy A

paper because he wanted to help and it was on our wish it nlibtad

. . nrer oriine at

list. Thank you so much Jim! ThePetPantryStore.com

...Natalie Riek and her aunt donated a small refrigerator
and money for badly needed office supplies.

...Kacey Nolle and Jonathan Allen donated the
microwave and coffee maker.

...Chris Lyons gave up his F et i
Saturday morning to come and H e raaea
take fabulous photos of our
grand opening celebration.

'r.lr‘u'lfr" Linede O Inlliwite -J"

. . Keith & Beth Hamilio
...Dan Gagne printed the sign r,frla-, iy

on the back wall and all the membership identification

cards when his mom got too far behind. CB3LE Lot Fares R

E.r.'ﬁi‘:.l.‘n'll, '.’i‘.l Ef{;‘l
...Many guests donated money or brought toys, cat Fac oL SAD 018D

carriers, food, and other items to help. el

.. and we don’t want to forget the many volunteers who
helped during the day and did set up and tear down. We

AWLMC February Newsletter 8



